Mobile Christian School
Middle School

Course Catalog

Language Arts 6-   The purpose of this course is to prepare students to develop correct grammar usage in reading, writing and speaking.  The vocabulary program is designed to work with the grammar program to teach students to correctly spell and use the words they are using.  Students will understand  the important  connection of spelling and vocabulary to reading and writing.  The literature program is designed to help students develop a love and appreciation of the written word.  Students will continue to learn to write a research paper based on the MLA style.  They will learn to develop a topic and thesis statement and refine their language and writing skills.  In addition, Christian ideals will be discussed as content allows.  Literature will provide the main channel for discussion.  Chapter books such as Roll of Thunder , Hear My Cry open up discussions dealing with racism and injustices.  Students may discuss and become more informed and developed as people desiring to better serve God, family and one another.

Language Arts 7-  The purpose of this course is to prepare students to develop correct grammar using reading, writing and speaking.  The vocabulary program is designed to work with the grammar and literature programs to teach students to correctly spell and understand the words they are using.  Students will understand the important connection of vocabulary to reading and writing.  The literature program is designed to help the students develop a love and appreciation of the written word, while incorporating discussions of Christian morals and principles whenever applicable.  They will learn to develop a thesis and supporting sentences and refine their language and writing skills.  The students will learn about various styles of writing, including expository, persuasive, narrative, and descriptive essays.  Students will also learn to write a research paper based on the MLA style.
Language Arts 8-  The purpose of this course is to prepare students to develop correct grammar using reading, writing and speaking.  The vocabulary program is designed to work with the grammar program to teach students to correctly spell and understand the words they are using.  Students will understand the important connection of spelling and vocabulary to reading and writing.  The literature program is designed to help the students develop a love and appreciation of the written word, while incorporating discussions of Christian morals and principles whenever applicable.  They will learn to develop a topic and thesis statement and refine their language and writing skills.  Chapter books such as The Diary of Ann Frank open up discussions dealing with racism and injustices.  Students may discuss and become more informed and developed as people desiring to better serve God, family and one another.

Math 6-  The sixth grade math program has two goals.  First it reinforces skills in arithmetic to be mastered at this level.  Second many pre-algebra and pre-geometry skills are introduced and will be reinforced in grades 7 and 8.  Throughout the course students will see the order and creativity God used in creating mathematics.  A simple four-function calculator (+,-,x,/) is required for the second semester.
Math 7-  Seventh grade mathematics both reinforces arithmetic skills taught in the sixth grade and emphasizes many pre-algebra and geometry skills.  The purpose of this course is to help students develop and master skills in whole numbers, fractions, decimals, integers and rational numbers as well as gain a good understanding of equations and formulas.  A simple four function calculator (+,-,x,/), protractor, and compass are required for the course.  Throughout the course students will gain a greater understanding of God’s creation and the order of it explained through mathematical concepts.

Pre-Algebra 7-  Pre- Algebra 7 is normally an advanced course designed to prepare students to enter Algebra I the following year and perform proficiently.  Algebra is introduced at the beginning and integrated throughout the year.  Students must have at least a B+ at the end of Math 6 and the recommendation of the math teacher/administrator before being considered for this course.  SAT scores from the previous year are also evaluated.  The purpose of this course is to help students develop and reinforce skills in whole numbers, decimals, fractions, integers, equations, rational numbers, and formulas.  In acquiring this knowledge, students can come to a fuller appreciation of the order and logic God used in creating the universe.
Pre-Algebra 8-  Pre-Algebra 8 is an eighth grade course designed to prepare eighth grade students to enter Algebra I the following year.  The purpose of this course is to help students develop and reinforce skills in whole numbers, fractions, integers, equations, rational numbers, and formulas.  It will prepare students to take Algebra I the next year.  In acquiring this knowledge, the students can come to a fuller appreciation of the order and logic God used in creating the universe.

Algebra I-   This course may be taken by 8th graders who have taken Pre Algebra 7.  It emphasizes the use of variables in problem solving of algebraic equations.  This course explores the multiple techniques in solving various types of word problems.  Graphing, elimination, substitution, and factoring are some of the techniques used in the solution of equations and inequalities.  The purpose of this course is to help students learn to use symbols to represent more abstract ideas in mathematics.  God’s infinite order and creation is better understood through knowledge gained in the algebraic concepts taught in this course.  Students who pass this course with a “C” average (70) will earn a Carnegie unit and proceed to  Accelerated  Geometry in the 9th grade.
Science 6-  Sixth grade science covers three different areas:  it integrates life science, earth science and physical science with the relationships between all areas of God’s creation emphasized.  At this level many  concepts are introduced for expanded study later.  Some of the techniques that will be used in high school science classes are demonstrated and practiced by students as they experience hands on activities.  Natural processes started by God at creation including: basic life process, magnetism, gravity, energy transfer, and changes in matter is studied.  Some basic astronomy, geology, and physical science are also included as topics.

Science 7-  Science is taught from a Biblical foundation and framework.  We know that God is the creator of all things both living and non living.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with an introduction to the main branches of life science which includes :  the discovery of truths that are used to solve the mysteries of nature in God’s world.  To achieve these goals, students are taught a clear understanding of the metric system, problem solving techniques, use of gathered data, use of scientific equipment, principles of dissection, cellular structure, classification into five kingdom system, human biology, patterns of heredity, and finally interactions and connections among all of God’s living things.  Emphasis is placed upon a solid understanding of both our seen and our microscopic living world.

Science 8-  The purpose of this course is to provide students with an opportunity to investigate God’s world, to learn about interesting, relevant and exciting science concepts, to develop the ability to use the skills and process of science inquiry, and to experience success in the study of science.  To achieve these goals, students are taught a basic understanding of problem solving techniques, use of gathered data, use of scientific equipment, cellular structure, genetics, classification into the five kingdom system, ecosystems and natural cycles, oceanography, meteorology, geology, astronomy, atomic structure, energy transfer, magnetism, gravitational force and simple machines.  Emphasis is also placed upon the history, the nature of science, and the study of God’s creation.

6th grade American History-  The sixth grade history course is a one-year program designed to enhance students’ awareness of the America’s history from New World Colonization to the Civil Rights Movement.  As a Christian School, we encourage students to study history for the perspective of a Christian.  To cultivate the Christian perspective, this course is taught in a method to illustrate Christian- related historical events in American history, such as the early Christian colonies, Great Awakenings, Scopes’ trial, and the involvement of Christian churched in the Civil Rights Movement and to initiate a dialogue concerning moral and ethical questions that are present throughout history, such as making choices as a Christian voter and citizen in the community.

7th grade American Civics-  Seventh grade Civics is a one semester course designed to help students acquire knowledge concerning the foundation and the function of American government and basic economic philosophies.  The course will cover material from various philosophers throughout history to the foundation of the United States.  The course will focus on the functions of the branches of government, national and state governments, and the participation of citizens in government.  As a Christian school, we encourage students to study social studies from the perspective of a Christian.  To cultivate the Christian perspective, this course is taught in a method to illustrate the contributions of Christian principles and Biblical laws in the creation of the American government.  Through the course, students will also be encouraged to partake in a dialogue concerning moral and ethical questions that are present today for Christian citizens, such as making choices as a voter and active citizen in the community.
7th grade Eastern Hemispheric Geography-  Seventh grade geography is a one semester course designed to enhance students’ knowledge of world geography and different aspects of physical and cultural geography.  Through this course students will explore different aspects of the countries and cultures found in the eastern hemisphere of the earth.  The course focuses on the countries, cultures, and governments as they are today to develop knowledge about current events.  As a Christian school, we encourage students to study social studies from the perspective of a Christian.  To cultivate the Christian perspective, students will be encouraged to partake in dialogue concerning religious and ethical questions that are present to day for Christian citizens, such as other religions and their relationship to Christianity.
8th grade World History-  Eighth grade World History is designed to provided students with an overview and knowledge of major themes and forces in history.  This course will provide the students with a foundation upon which future social studies courses in high school may build.  The course begins with the early Mesopotamian civilizations and continues to the European Renaissance and Reformation.  As a Christian school, we encourage students to study world history from the perspective of a Christian.  To cultivate the Christian perspective, this course is taught in a method to highlight the Christian- related historical events in World History, such as the life and crucifixion of Jesus Christ and the formation of the early Christian churches, without sacrificing the contributions of the other major religions and cultures found in World History.  Through this course, students take part in a continuous discussion and comparison of major historical events, figures, and cultures to prepare young citizens for a world full of different customs and traditions, which developed through history.
6th grade Bible-  The sixth grade Bible course is a character study of selected characters of the Old Testament.  We will learn about God as He deals with these characters and His chosen people.  If they obeyed God, they were rewarded.  If they disobeyed God, they were punished.  We will study both positive and negative examples and learn about God’s goodness and His justice.  In this methodical study, students will read the Bible for themselves. This will give them confidence that students this age can read, understand and apply God’s will as revealed in the Bible.

7th grade Bible-  The seventh grade Bible course is a continuation of the sixth grade Bible course.  We will continue the character study of main characters of the Old Testament.  We will learn about God as He deals with these characters and His chosen people.  If they obeyed God, they were rewarded. If they disobeyed, they were punished.  We will study both positive and negative examples and learn about God’s goodness and His justice.  In this methodical study, students will read the Bible for themselves.  This will give them confidence that students this age can read, understand, and apply God’s will as revealed in the Bible.
8th grade Bible-  The survey of the New Testament is built around 3 important facts: the life of Christ, beginning and growth of the church, and encouragement to Christians.                                                       We have in the story of the life of Christ the central character of all history.  Christ was God living s a man and experiencing all the temptations that man faces.  The first four books, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, tell of his life.  Jesus came to establish the church and with the book of Acts we have the beginning and growth of the church.  The third major portion of the New Testament is the largest of the sections and covers the books of Romans to Revelation.  This part of the New Testament is dealing with the situations in which churches have been established, Christians are fighting the spiritual battle and persecution exists.  The purpose of these writings is to admonish, correct, and encourage.  Portions of the books deal with doctrine, but there is much admonition also.  The final book, Revelation is about the victory of God’s people over their enemies and reigning forever with him.
Girls’ / Boys’ Physical Education-  The physical education program contributes to the physical, mental, social, emotional, and intellectual growth of middle school students by implementing fitness activities and specific sports skills.  It also promotes cooperation through teamwork and generates  the competitive desire to be successful.  A foundation for lifetime enjoyment of leisure activities is provided in this program.  All middle school students must take physical education.
ELECTIVES
Intermediate Band (6 &7)-    Intermediate Band is a course that is designed to be a continuation of the fifth grade band class. However, while it is best if the student has prior training it is not a prerequisite.  The student will learn skills to enable them to become proficient on their chosen instrument and perform in individual and group settings.

High School Band (8)-  Eighth graders join with the high school band.  This course is offered to all 8-12 graders.  Ideally, students should have prior musical training before joining the High School band, but exceptions are made.  This course seeks to accomplish two goals:  Musically train students and represent the school by performing at concerts, competitions and sporting events.

Study Skills (6)-  The purpose of this course is to provide students with an overview of basic principles of Christian behavior and time management skills.  Students will learn to prioritize their work through using a daily planner.  Students will also be exposed to the many uses of a library and the wide array of reference materials available to them in print and non print forms.  Students will be challenged to grow in Christian character and to become responsible adults who have a positive impact upon themselves, their families, their peers and God.  This is a one semester course.
Computer I (6)-  A semester course for sixth grade students which reinforces previously learned typing skills and introduces the student to word processing and presentation software.  The students learn basic keyboarding, key shortcuts, and graphics manipulation within the word processing or presentation environment.  Students are taught to use their knowledge to improve their progress in applying learned objectives in their school work and improve the lives around them in service to their Lord.

Character Education (7)-  The purpose of this course is to instill in students’ important universal and  Biblical values such as :  self image, cooperation, honesty and self control.  It provides students the opportunity to make wise choices that will assist them in understanding and caring for life’s diverse directions.  Instilling basic character traits is helpful now and in years to come.  This is a one semester course.
Spanish 7-  The purpose of this course is to acquaint students with the culture and language of the Spanish speaking people introducing students to current examples of everyday speech in a visual and realistic way.  To study, develop, and apply the skills involved in reading, writing, speaking and listening thus helping the student to achieve the goal of communicating effectively from the start.

Career Discovery 8-  This course provides students with an opportunity to investigate three different career areas.  It is on a trimester.  Students rotate through the areas every 12 weeks.  The areas are:  Computer, Creative Writing and Archery and Outdoor Skills.  This is a year long course.
